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Synopsis

This book helps teachers create a comprehensive early literacy program that places direct skills
instruction within the context of rich and varied reading and writing experiences. In her clear and
engaging style, the author addresses language acquisition, the beginnings of literacy, teaching to
standards, informational reading and writing, new literacies, and common questions about using
assessment to inform instruction; she also provides guidance and strategies for working with
English learners and struggling readers. The fourth edition has been updated to reflect current
research and field knowledge. New to the Fourth Edition A new chapter on literacy and
technology. Exciting new innovations that can help teachers engage children in literacy in today s
world are discussed in a new chapter. It includes information on writing electronically, reading and
finding information online, creating multimodal/hypertext projects, and communicating and
collaborating online. An in-depth section on literacy from birth to the primary grades. A new section
shows what to expect from children at every stage of literacy development--from birth to
conventional reader. A discussion of Response to Intervention. The implications of RTI for literacy
teachers are highlighted. New case examples. Expanded teaching scenarios look at such topics as
RTI in action helping one child achieve literacy success and providing explicit instruction of a
comprehension strategy. In the assessment chapter, the case example follows a specific child from
diagnosis to intervention to avid reader, showing the teacher s decision-making processes along the
way. New sections throughout. This new material looks at national standards, visual literacy
including viewing and visually representing, formative and summative assessment, guidelines for
selecting multicultural literature, putting together a family literacy night, and conducting a literature
circle, among other topics. An expanded children’s literature appendix. The appendix now includes
books that are ideal for enhancing vocabulary, writing skills, and comprehension. Greater
emphasis on working with English learners. New ideas and consideration for English learner,
together with variations of activities and strategies, have been incorporated throughout. Now full
color throughout. The book’s new color layout enhances the features and pedogogy and will help to
engage readers more fully. Other Special Features An updated interactive companion website and
study guide. In the Classroom chapter-opening vignettes. More than 40 hands-on activities for
use in the classroom. Step-by-step instructions are included to help readers put these activities to
work in their own classes. Questions for journal writing and discussion. Suggestions for projects

and field activities. Glossary. Assessment devices.
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Customer Reviews

[This] has been an excellent text from the start, and the new edition just adds to the wealth of
information that it already contains. | m so happy that it is keeping up with the new information that
we have available. Our teacher candidates love this text and always tell us that this is a keeper.
They know they will refer back to this text in the future. --Kathy Rosebrock, University of San
FranciscoDr. Cecil does a wonderful job of melding the theoretical with the practical. | will be using it
again and again. --Kathy Froelich, Florida State UniversityWe LOVE Striking a Balance. My
students can’t say enough good things about it. --Kathleen Nolan-Kasal, Bank Street College of

Education

Nancy Lee Cecil, Ph.D., has had a rich and varied background in education as an elementary
school teacher and a literacy specialist in New York; urban Savannah, Georgia; and in the public
schools in the U.S. Virgin Islands. She is especially attuned to the needs of linguistically and
culturally diverse children. Cecil received her doctorate from the University of Buffalo and currently
teaches in the Department of Teacher Education at California State University in Sacramento,
where she has won the prestigious Outstanding Educator Award. She has written seventeen books
on literacy including Activities for a Comprehensive Approach to Literacy, Focus on Fluency,
Literacy in Grades 4-8, and Striking a Balance and has received the Teacher’s Choice award for her
book For the Love of Language: Poetry for All Learners. Cecil has published articles in many literacy

journals, including The Reading Teacher. She often speaks about literacy to groups of educators on



local, national, and international levels. She lives with her husband in Carmichael, California, with
two cats and a dog; there she enjoys reading, traveling, and hiking, and is involved in the issues of

foster care youth.

"Striking a Balance: A comprehensive Approach to Early Literacy" is very "comprehensive" indeed.
It is a thick book of 457 pages and so it requires a good amount of time to read through, take notes
and digest. The textbook gives in-depth details to help children read. The book covers theories on
reading aquistion. You will also find systems covered such as the: grapho-phonological, syntatic,
semantic, pragmatic systems and more. The textbook covers how students may aquire sight
vocabulary and looks at how a teacher can use a holistic approach. Teachers will be advised as to
how to use drama and theater to help develop fluency. Assement data is included. Be prepared to
read, study and digest! The book is thick and heavy to carry around but helpful. One may be able to

find it online?

My husband bought this as a required text for his CA teaching credential. | needed to do some
research for a 4-skills series | was planning for a publishing company and my husband
recommended this book. It was very informative about how children learn to read and how to
develop literacy in younger learners. It gave me the background knowledge | needed for the reading
skill aspect of my series: what works and what to be aware of. Would recommend it to anyone
interested in developing literacy in children.

lts ok.Thank you

It was exactly what | needed for my Education class. The book was in excellent condition at a

reasonable price.

Great Book

the book was in good conditions

Wonderful!

This was very readable and had a lot of fantastic literary ideas for teaching, especially students
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